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Inasmuch as the Indian National Congress is to-day the only effective political
body with country-wide organisation claiming to champion tho cause of the masses
it must necessarily make the solutions of the problems of the peasantry the chief
plank of its political and economic policy.
The terrible conditions of the Indian peasants is too well-known to need repetition.
The tenants are oppressed by Zamindars, Talukdars and Malguzars, Inamdars and
other landlords. The peasant proprietors have to bear the yoke of a harsh
system of land Revenue. The agricultural labour receive, if at all, stravation wages
and work and live in conditions bordering on slavery.
But unfortunately while the condition of the peasantry dominates the whole
political and economic life of the country, the peasants themselves have been most
backward politically and organisationally. The results are twofold ; firstly the peasants
have been deprived of all the ameliorative legislation, that could have been passed
during the last 16 years, even by the present legislatures if the legislators had felt
obliged to satisfy the peasants ; and secondly, the political movement itself m the
country has remained more or less unconcerned with both the immediate and basic
problems of the peasantry.
The Indian National Congress at its last Lucknow session declared that the misery
and poverty of the peasantry is "fundamentally due to the antiquated and repressive
land tenure and revenue system". Indeed, the fundamental case that makes for
their presant starvation is the land tenure and revenue and credit system which is
nothing else but a device perfected by British Imperialism to wring out of the
peasants the u'most that can be got out of them without actually killing them. It
is this that must be immediately abolished before any other constructive measures
aiming at the welfare of the peasantry can be undertaken.
Our objectives may not be possible of realisation under the present system pi
Government. Yet the peasants, if they are to save themselves from utter _ rum,
must fight to secure them. The system of Government must go if it stands in the
way as it undoubtedlv does. This is how the struggle of the peasantry merges into
its fight for swaraj." It is for this reason that the Kisan Conference had declared
the resolve for complete independence. In this manner do the Kisan and political
movements become inter-dependent, the strength of the one adding to that of the other.
Under these circumstances it is essential that a political movement must be develop-
ed in our country as to draw its main strength and inspiration from tho peasantry,
It must also strive for the removal of all those obstacles that stand in the way oi a
true and lasting solution conducive to the fullest well-being of the agricultural masses
of the country. The peasants' fight for bread and land is linked up with the nation-
al fight for political freedom.                                                              ,         , ,.
The Kisan Sabha means the unity of the peasants. All our peasants must combine
to fight the forces that are driving them deeper into misery and poverty. .By
organising the peasants, by setting them on their feet, the Kisan movement not
only enables them to put a stop to the thousand and one harassments and extortion-
ate practices of the landlords and land revenue officers and Sowcars and their agents,
but also advances them greatly towards the goal of political freedom, thereby
strengthening as nothing else can the movement for national independence.
Fortunately, the Kisans all over the country are becoming more and more conscious,
politically and economically, of their   basic problems.   The All-India Kisan Committee
is an expression of this awakening   among the   peasantry.   They have at last reaiisea
that they must fashion out their   own militant class organisations if they are to mate
any sustained advance towards their goal.    The Kisan   Sabha represent   not only   tne
ryots, the tenants and the landless labourers   but in some places the oetty/ammaars.
In other words it represents   and   speaks and   fights for all those   who   live   by tne
cultivation of   the soil.   All these   different   stratas among   the   Kisans will have to
combine and fight for the removal of all the fetters imposed   by   British   Imperialism
and its allies &e landlords. la short, they must fight for   complete   National,   bocio-
economie   Independence.   India, a Dependency   of Britain, must   be transformed into
free, progressive   and Democratic India of the masses.   The fight   for such an Indian,
can only effectively be conducted on a programme based on the grievances and demands
of t3ae< Kisans of India,
While the fight for these basic changes goes on, the peasants must also fight for
all that can be gained within the framework of the existing economic order. ^ Only
in this manner can they prepare themselves for the bigger struggle, the objective
of which must be kept ever present in the minds of the Kisans.